UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

The seminar series:

The Copenhagen University Islam Lecture Series is organised by CEIT and CNIO and aims to
present important scholars working on topics of relevance to the Islam focus of Copenhagen
University, http://islam.ku.dk/english/. The autumn 2009 lectures inaugurated the new series.
We aspire to attract a wider audience and provide a lively platform for state-of-the-art research
on Islamic thought, media, and public debate.

About CEIT:

The Centre for European Islamic Thought (CEIT), which is funded by the Danish National
Research Foundation, investigates the processes and circumstances in which Islamic thought
and "theology’ is appearing. By seeking to locate and understand these developments in the
context both of the history of Islamic religious thought and of contemporary change in Islamic
thinking the centre seeks to evaluate these issues as a response to the European environment
specifically and to modernity more generally. The centre is headed by Professor Jorgen S.
Nielsen.

www.teol.ku.dk/english/dept/ceit_eng

About CNIO:

The New Islamic Public Sphere Programme (CNIO) maps and analyses how new media
such as satellite TV and the Internet are changing Islamic norms, politics and identity in the
contemporary Middle East. Since the 1990s, transnational media have created new public
realms, making it possible for Muslims to communicate and interact with fellow believers across
states and regions, and weakening the ability of individual states to control culture and religion
in their media. The appearance of new media has coincided with a large scale Islamic revival
since the 1980s. The Programme is headed by Professor Jakob Skovgaard-Petersen.

http://islamicpublicsphere.hum.ku.dk
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Unless otherwise stated the lectures take place at the Metro Annex
4:15 pm - 6:00 pm, Room 5, Fiolstraede 4-6, 1171 Cph K

Power, Normality, Revolution: Reckoning with the Inevitable
Research fellow Samuli Schielke, Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin

Taking a long-term ethnography in Egypt during the Mubarak era and the January 25
Revolution as the starting point, this lecture is an attempt to theorise the revolutionary
experience, its possibilities and limitations. Combining the themes of (literary) fantasy,
destiny, the will of God and the sense of freedom, | try to think about the relationship of
power and resistance beyond the Foucauldian paradigm that has come to mark social
scientific study, asking what is involved in taking action while reckoning with the inevita-
ble.

Navigating Journalistic Spaces: Muslims in the British Media
Senior Lecturer Elizabeth Poole, Faculty of Arts, Media and Design,
Staffordshire University

Processes of globalisation and technological developments have had a significant
impact on both professional practices and media content. These trends have taken place
against a background of patterns of transnational migration increasing the cultural com-
plexity and diversity of European societies. Within this context there has been a burgeo-
ning of minority media. This paper explores how Muslim producers negotiate their
identities in various media environments in order to create a space in which to construct
their own narratives and contributions to social discourse.

Historical and Contemporary Trajectories in Muslim Debates about New
Medias

Senior Lecturer Goran Larsson, Department of Literature, History of
Ideas, and Religion, University of Gothenburg

Muslim theologians have discussed the introduction of the latest information and
communication technologies from the printing press up till the Internet. The aim of this
lecture is to highlight trajectories in the debate and to discuss similarities and differences
over time and place. It will be argued that it is necessary to have a so-called historical
perspective when discussing Muslim opinions about information and communication
technologies.

New Media in the Midst of the Arab Revolution
Senior Lecturer Noureddine Miladi, School of Social Sciences, University of

Northampton

Witnessing the Arab revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen and now in Syria, it has
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become evident that new media have been instrumental in bringing the voices of the
disengaged Arab public to the attention of the world. Such developments have proven
very significant in changing the rules of the game of information dissemination, which
has lead to such unprecedented political changes .

Europe through the Eyes of its Visitors: Learning from 19th century Middle
Eastern Travelers to Europe
Dr. Bekim Agai, Institute of Oriental and Asian Studies, Bonn University

Middle Eastern Muslim visitors and inhabitants and their feelings of similarity and aliena-
tion, inclusion and expulsion are not a recent phenomenon in Europe. In the 19th and
early 20th centuries, many European countries hosted tourists, students, people living in
exile, journalists and scientists from the region during a first wave of globalisation, which
came to an end after World War I. This lecture will focus on what we can learn today
from Middle Eastern travelers to Europe of the 19th and early 20th centuries and their
experiences and observations.

The Production of Knowledge about Islam and Muslims in Europe: some
Theoretical and Methodological Explorations

Senior Lecturer Nahda Shehada, Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus
University of Rotterdam

In the last few decades, many scholars working on Islam and Muslims in Europe began
investigating the production of Islamic knowledge in Europe. Topics such as Islamic text
books, Islamic media, and Muslim youth attract a lot of research projects leading to
hundreds of publications. However, little attention is devoted to the production of know-
ledge about Islam and Muslims. This paper will explore some of the theoretical and
methodological underpinnings of these studies and the politics of representation which
has long informed the history of European interest in Islam and Muslims.

‘Salafism is everywhere’ - Understanding an Islamic Utopian Movement
Post Doc. Martijn de Koning, Department of Religious Studies, Radboud
University Nijmegen

Since the 1980s Europe has witnessed the emergence of a global movement, usually ter-
med Salafism that aims to revitalize Islam based upon an idealized vision of the first ge-
nerations of Muslims. Salafism has become associated with intolerance, terrorism and
other modes of violence. As such the movement has become the main target of counter-
radicalization policies in many European countries. Questions to be addressed include
how to define Salafism, how is Salafism related to developments among Muslims and
wider society in Europe and what kind of challenges does Salafism create in Europe?



